MINUTES FOR JULY 10, 2008
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At precisely 7:35PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ.  Howell led the Pledge of Allegiance, and subsequently initiated member introductions of the 14 members and 1 guest who were in attendance.

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A motion was made to pass the April, May and June Minutes, as posted on the club web site.  The motion was approved.

 

RERFLECTOR/WEB SITE: A lively discussion was had concerning the club’s Reflector.  Apparently, only a few members (at least KT4KS, WZ4A and K3IZ) are able to effectively post items, the possibility exits that the club may have 2 different Reflectors (Yahoo and Mailman.com), and the club may not have submitted funds for its use.  There was much discussion, which included: the possibility of an e-mail group list, a general desire to allow every club member to actually submit items through the Reflector, and employing a Yahoo Reflector that would be free of costs.  Treasurer Mike KE4ER stated that he has the e-mail list, and that he did not know how to get them onto the announcement list.  Bob KT4KS, a regular Reflector user, said that he merely knows how to send items via the Reflector.  Overall, no one in attendance actually knew how to technically address these concerns, and none volunteered to study the issue.  This situation led to a level of frustration as demands of some were not met by actions of others.  As MVARCer Bill W2BSA actually controls who it is that is able to post items, and presumably knows the difference between QTH and Yahoo, it was believe that he may be instrumental in providing the necessary information to cure all deficiencies.  Thus, Howell suggested that Howell would contact Bill to discuss using Yahoo and keeping it simple, and report to the club during the August meeting.  It was noted that Paul AA8O merely updates the web site.

 

YORFO: The club’s newsletter is still operational.  Bob KT4KS and Debra KG4URO made arrangements to assure that Debra receive the monthly minutes.

 

ARES/RACES: Steve K3IZ stated a memo from the Commonwealth of VA states that in the event that the Governor declares an emergency, that all ARES members will be RACES members, and all RACES members will be ARES members, resulting in some level of insurance in the event of physical injury.  Steve suggested that one may have to be a member of the ARRL, and that interested members may consult the ARRL web site that has links to all ARES sections of the states.

 

VE TEST SESSION: Franks AA4ZS said that there has been an increased level of “testees” of late at the club’s monthly test sessions.  There was no information as to whether John WZ4A needed volunteer examiners for Saturday’s session, but it was noted that John did make the routine announcement for volunteer examiners via the Reflector.  Mention was made that the new question pool for Extra Class took effect on July 1, and that Mary N4TCI used Howell’s copy machine to make copies of the tests.  

 

REPEATER: It was noted that the repeater has had some woes of late, as on occasion it does not repeat what it receives.  Suggestions were made, but all suggestions involved financial costs that none of the membership seemed to have any data on.  President Howell suggested that he would discuss this with Sterrett K4MHB to see if anything can be done.

 

TREASURER: Mike KE4ER said that the club has $600 in checking, and $1800 in savings, and that the club was “reasonably” solvent.  Major anticipated expenses include bills for club insurance and the food for Field Day.

 

COAST GUARD STATION: The Coast Guard’s 218th birthday is August 4, 2008, and there will be a special event on August 2 and 3 from about 10AM till 6PM.  Frank AA4ZS anticipates operating on 20 and 40 Meter (phone) and 30 Meter (CW).  Members interested in operating need to contact Keith N6JWN to get onto the access list.

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS had nothing to report.

 

FIELD DAY: Our club’s Field Day turnout was reduced compared to the past, including a reduction in both the number of operators and picnic attendees.  Carol WA4GFW suggested that only those actually interested in transmitting should set up their own stations, necessarily assuring that each station will in fact have an operator.  Before the start of the meeting, one member expressed to Bob KT4KS that he was not happy with the level of attendance, and then stated that Bob KT4KS failed to properly advertise the event.  

 

BYLAWS:  There continued to be some confusion regarding the club’s proposed By-Laws.  One member suggested that “someone” needs to print them on paper and distribute it, so that the membership may consider changes, while another member stated that they can be easily be found on the club’s web site.  (Note: At this moment, a review of the proposal on the club’s web site shows a simple 6 page document with a few proposed/suggested substantive changes (i.e. quorum amended to 15%, limit of 2 votes per family membership, discipline section) and a few grammatical/informational changes.  The draft can be read in just a few minutes.  Interested members may consider bringing up the club’s web site, clicking on “MVARC BY-LAWS DRAFT”, and leaning what all the issues are from the comfort of their own homes.)                

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mike KE4ER inquired as to whether anyone in attendance knew about tax-exempt section 501(3) forms of the Internal Revenue Code.  While that resulted in some comments, no one really knew.  It was hoped that John K2VPR would be able to aide the club in this regard.  Steve K3IZ suggested interested club members meet at Vinny’s Italian restaurant in Lorton on September 6 (i.e. the first Saturday of September), suggesting a time of 11:30AM to noon.  Members met at the same place during the Saturday of Dayton hamfest during Hamfeast, and the food was pretty darn good.  Fortunately, we all know that Steve K3IZ has Reflector capability, and is thus able to remind us all.

 

SHOW AND TELL: Howell discussed a visit with Ten Tec, stating that they have rigs liked up with their lids off, just waiting for filters to be added as per specific orders.  Howell said that Ten Tec accepts “walk-ins”.

 

DOOR PRIZES: Pat KG4URP won the first door prize, which was a pen size butane torch (which was donated to the club by Carol).  A Yaesu hat was won by John WQ4L.

 

COOKIE MONSTER: Mike KE4ER and Sylvia were the July Cookie Monsters, and everyone appreciated their efforts.  Leila WN4PP volunteered to be the August Cookie Monster.

 

CLUB PROGRAMS: Bob Zimmerman KB3IWD has kindly volunteered to speak during the September meeting about the Hubble telescope.  The lecture is related to Bob’s new book.

 

CLOSE: Howell closed the business portion of the meeting, which was one of the more animated meetings, and which ran till after 9 PM.

 

PROGRAM: Vice President Pat WJ0T spoke to the club about a “Man Overboard System” that is being employed by the US Navy.  The system involves navy workers who wear a saltwater sensor that is triggered when they fall overboard, resulting in alarms going off on board that notify those onboard.  Once the alarm goes off, direction finder is activated that provides an indication of where the overboard sailor is, and a recovery vessel (with its own direction finder) is launched.  The emergency frequency of 121.5 MHz is employed on FM.  The navy does not announce such incidents, but last year looked 3 days for a sailor who presumably fell overboard, resulting in tremendous costs.  About 6 sailors die a year, and 56 sailors actually fall over a year.  The work on the system stared in 1999, and is actually carried out in Del Ray, Alexandria.  The actual transmitters are about the size of a pack of cigarettes.  Normally, ½ of the ships personal would carry a transmitter in a wear vest, and is positioned such that when the wearer falls overboard, the antenna is positioned around the neck out of water.  The transmitter transmits data that identifies a ship number and actual transmitter number.  There are one or two antennas onboard the ship, two sometimes being necessary to cover regions that would otherwise be dark.  Once in the water, batteries are good for 24 hours, and the transmitter can reach the ship from as far as 15-18 kilometers away.  However, that same transmitter can reach the smaller recovery vessel from 1-3 kilometers away.  The system is also being used by the NY harbor and Sandy Hook, NJ, is on 145 navy ships, and has been successful the last two years.  Pat brought in an actual working system, and members saw the vest, transmitter, antenna and direction finder.  Pat actually turned the unit on, and everyone could both observe the display indicating which direction the transmitter was located, and listen to the audible alarm.  Pat’s lecture was, quite simply, tremendous! 
