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  MEETING NOTICE

  January 10, 2008  - 7:30 P.M.

  LOCATION:

  INOVA MOUNT VERNON HOSPITAL

  2501 PARKERS LANE

  ALEXANDRIA, VA 22306

  Second Floor Conference Room

  MVARC MEETS ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH EXCEPT IN

  DECEMBER

  MVARC REPEATER:  K4US/R  146.055 MHz INPUT/146.655 MHz OUTPUT PL

  TONE: 141.3 Hz

  AUTOPATCH AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS

  MVARC HOME PAGE:  [WWW.MVARC.ORG] or [WWW.MVARC.COM]

  January 8, 15, 22 & 29  - MVARC ARES NET- 146.055/ 146.655   7:00 PM

  local time. Come and join in!

  January 26 - MVARC Monthly breakfast at the Old Country Buffet on

  Richmond Highway (US Route 1) in Hybla Valley.

  Ye Olde RF Output is published monthly by the Mount Vernon Amateur Radio

  Club. Voluntary articles and comments are solicited.

  EDITOR

  Debra J. Watson-Grady

  STAFF

  Bob May - N4LBR

  Bob Raevis - KT4KS

  Bob Lepelletier - KI3O

  Steve Schneider - K3IZ   

  MEET YOUR OFFICERS

  PRESIDENT   

  Bob Lepelletier - KI3O

  107 South West Street #321

  Alexandria, VA 22314-2891

  703-912-1695

  E-mail:  [rlepelleti@email.msn.com]

  VICE PRESIDENT

  Howell Crim, III - KG4CKJ

  3321 Memorial Street

  Alexandria, VA 22306

  703-768-1069

  E-mail:  [potomacpirate@att.net]

  CO-SECRETARIES

  Leila Cutchall - WN4PP

  8908 Lagrange Street

  Lorton, VA 22079-1627

  703-339-5612

  E-Mail:  [leilaC@aol.com]

  Bob Raevis - KT4KS

  4541 Lantern Place

  Alexandria, VA 22306-1111

  703-765-2313

  E-Mail:  [robert.raevis@uspto.gov]

  TREASURER   

  Mike Larkin - KE4ER

  2118 Rampart Drive

  Alexandria, VA 22308

  703-703-780-8028

  E-Mail:  [melarkin@cox.net]

  COMMITTEES

  EDUCATION   

  John Forrest - WZ4A   

  703-971-3905   

  F.A.R. REP   

  Mary Morris - N4TCI   

  703-971-3905   

  Jeannie Rexroad - N4ZGI

  703-971-0384

  ARES NET MANAGER   

  Steve Schneider - K3IZ

  703-780-7248

  ARES   

  Steve Schneider-K3IZ

  703-780-7248   

  REPEATER CHAIR   

  Richard Harman - WA4USB

  REPEATER TRUSTEES   

  Steve Schneider-K3IZ

  703-780-7248

  COMMUNITY OUTREACH

  Bob Raevis-KT4KS

  703-765-2313

  PHOTOGRAPHER   

  Leila Cutchall - WN4PP

  PROGRAM   

  Bob Lepelletier - KI3O

  703-912-1695

  VE EXAM COORDINATOR

  John Forrest - WZ4A

  703-971-3905

  BOY SCOUT VENTURING CREW SPONSORSHIP

  Bill Stewart - W2BSA

  703-642-8942

  MVARC/ CG TISCOM LIAISON

  Keith McDaniel - N6JWN

  703-256-3568

  MVARC WEBSITE

  Paul Miller - AA8O

  Leila Cutchall - WN4PP

  Carol Cutchall - WA4GFW

  MVARCers CLOSE DOWN THE OLD COUNTRY BUFFET DURING HOLIDAY BASH OF ‘07

                       By Bob, KT4KS

    The weather during the late afternoon of the day of the December holiday party was “iffy”.  It was cold and drizzly, the weather man was using the “ice” word, and it was reported on 147.300 that it was snowing on the other side of the Blue Ridge Mountains.  Visions were had that the evening attendance could be light, even non-existent.  However, to real hams visions proved to be only visions, as many MVARCers braved the elements to celebrate during this holiday season.

     Leila WN4PP and Carol WA4GFW were so anxious about the party that they were the first to arrive at the Old Country Buffet.  By the advertised 7PM start time, many hungry members were in the OCB’s party room  Some were discussing the social issues of the day, but all were ready to head for the buffet tables.  Gifts for the gift exchange were placed on a single table in the back of the room, all waiting to be carried to new homes.  Leila was taking photos of individuals to permanently commemorate the event.  Bob KT4KS mentioned that he had just that day received an authentic letter that was signed by fire-eating, Staunton based congressman (Alexander HH Stuart) of the Civil War era.  There seemed to be much discussion regarding the previous weekend’s 10-M contest, in which conditions were horrible, and yet in which Brian WV4V had over 100 contacts in 13 hours.  All of the YLs were especially well dressed, some of whom wore bright red sweaters and blouses.  The OCB Santa Claus even paid a short visit to express Merry Christmas to all.  Just a few minutes after 7PM, the event officially started, as everyone headed out of the room to make their first food selection.  As always, there were many different food items to choose from, with the big focus seeming to be on the spare ribs.   Other popular selections included fish, roast beef, mashed potatoes and gravy, soups, salads, vegetables, ice cream, cakes, soda and coffee  While most MVARCers returned to the buffet tables to fill additional plates, there were a few who actually managed to pile enough on their plates so that one trip to the buffet sufficed.

     After everyone had eaten, and all started to settle into their seats, President Bob KI3O took command of the party.  Bob KI3O first initiated club introductions, and then announced that it was time for the club gift exchange.  About 20 of the members brought gifts.  All of the gifts were attractively wrapped, and ready to go.  Both Bob KT4KS and Ruth KU4WH passed out tickets for the exchange, and matching ticket stubs were placed into a little basket.  Karen KW1LTS was designated as the ticket puller, and the first ticket she pulled was that of Paul AA8O.  Paul took a wrapped gift that had a hedge hog the size of a fist attached to the gift’s exterior, the hog being on a 5-inch long sled.  While Paul may have been attracted to the hog, the actual gift package contained 3 different flavors of Starbucks hot chocolate.  Leila subsequently secured a 5-band radio that was clearly purchased by an MVARCer who obviously went over the club’s $10 limit, and who likely enjoys watching his gift being taken away from its initially thrilled recipient.  Leila’s radio was taken from her by Mike KE4ER, only to result in Leila taking Paul’s hedge hog and hot chocolate.  Other gifts that were selected included a candle in a glistening/shining holder (Steve K3IZ), a huge box of chocolate (Vice President Howell KG4CKJ), an attractive set of lotion and soap (Bob KI30), a 5V/12V power supply (Jeannie N4ZGI), a word origin calendar (Tess), a ham radio calendar (John WQ4L’s XYL Pat), a tree topper that had enough sparkles on it to glisten across any room (Ruth KU4WH),  a radio ornament (Roy WA4MHB’S XYL Bonnie), a CW learner (Brian WV4V), coax cable stripper (Frank AA4ZS), knife (Frank’s XYL Beverley), a teddy bear (Pat WJ0T), a calendar-organizer filled with photos attractive enough for framing (Bob KT4KS), cross-word puzzle (Mark KG4YDZ), and a tiny-little gas torch which is every little boy’s dream (“TJ” K2CPF).  After the gift exchange was completed, additional tickets were handed out to be sure that everyone in attendance had a ticket, and the first ticket to be drawn was for the evening’s grand prize, a 2-M HT.  Bob KI30 did not immediately announce that winning ticket, and merely placed it into his pocket for the time being  Bob KI30 then had Karen quickly draw out the remaining tickets one at a time, and passed out a gift to each and every individual faster than previously believed to be humanely possible.  Those gifts from Bob KI3O were varied, and included contester sleeping mattresses with pumps, kitchen food chopper, and an assortment of ham radio books that every ham wants but is just not willing to pay the big money for.  After every MVARCer received a gift, Bob KI30 then removed the first pulled ticket from his pocket, and announced that that ticket holder (“TJ”) was the winner of the 2-M HT.  “TJ” seemed pleased with that announcement.  Others in attendance included Keith N6JWN, Pat’s WJOT’s XYL Mary, “TJ”’s XYL Emma, Doug WA3WEP, Prentiss K4PDJ and Roy WA4MHB.   

     Steve stood to award the Doc R. Hyde ham of the year award.  Steve stated that it was Doc Hyde, along with John Pinckney and Glenn Bilger W4OCC, who created the club, and that the award was initially financed by the sale of Doc’s equipment.  Steve then announced that the winner of the award was Bob KT4KS.  Bob KT4KS did not want to say anything, but after a little urging stated that he did not understand why he was given the award, as he only does “little things” for the club, and that many members have done much more.  Bob KT4KS subsequently speculated that the selections may be getting down to the raisins.  (Note: The award is now on the mantle of Bob’s KT4KS’s fireplace in his home.)

     During the remainder of the evening, members conversed with one another until about 9PM, when members finally started to leave for home.  As in the passed years, club membership was happy with the food and service, and substantively proved that by leaving generous tips on the tables for those that were kind enough to serve the membership.

                             Twenty-five ARRL Publications

                             to be distributed during 2008

     There were about twenty-five remaining ARRL publications that were not distributed during the MVARC Holiday party; however, they will be distributed during 2008.  Four of the "top" publications include ARRL Handbooks for the years 2000, 2004 & 2006 and Low Banding DXing by ON4UN.  So attend our 2008 meetings and you might be in for a surprise!

                              January, 2008 Technician Class Course

     Once again our Venture Crew will be holding its annual Saturday Technician Class course.  For details see [www.w3bsa.org].

                              January 10th, 2008 Program

     The January 20th, 2008 program will be by Tom Azlin, N4ZPT.  Tom's presentation will be on the D-Star system, and will be somewhat similar to his presentation at the DC/Maryland digital conference.  Find out as to why this digital mode has become popular by your fellow hams!  (Recently Tom won an award for his years of service to the Marine Corp Marathon.)

                              April Ends KI3O's Term

     Bob Lepelletier, KI3O, has announced that April, 2008, will be his last term as president and as program chairman.  Bob has been MVARC Program Chairman since October, 2002, YORFO e-distributor (forever), membership retention person, and President for FY 2006 & 2007.  This announce is being made in order for MVARCers to either volunteer for these positions or form a search committee.

                              February, 2008 Program

     The planned February 14th, 2008 program will be on how the patent process works.

                              George Washington Special Events Operators

     Should the Club furnish T-Shirts for our Special Event operators?  This will be one of the "new business" issues for the January meeting.

                              Virginia Section Manager Elections

     So far former Section Manager Carl Clements, W4CAC, is running unopposed for this year's election.

                                    ^ ^ ^ ^ ______________________________________________________________
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