MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 12, 2009 
                                                By Bob, KT4KS 

  

At 7:30PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by Vice President Pat WJ0T, who ran the meeting in the absence of President Howell KG4CKJ.  VP Pat proceeded to lead the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance, and subsequently initiated introductions of the 15 members and 1 guest who were in attendance. 

  

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A motion was made to pass the January Minutes, as mailed via the Reflector the previous month.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

  

ARES: There was no report, as Steve K3IZ was not in attendance. 

  

GEORGE WASHINGTON SPECIAL EVENT: VP Pat WJ0T expressed that the club’s upcoming event was listed in both QST magazine and the ARRL web site.  Carol stated that George N1BV will be present, and will likely operate 10M (phone).  Carol also stated that he will attempt to obtain a few antennas from Steve K3IZ, and will bring the club’s FT990 to the event.  Co-Secretary Leila WN4PP requested that all those who participate in the event sign off on a log sheet.  A prominent place will no doubt be chosen so that no one can miss that sheet.  Leila will operate net control for QCWA Sunday morning net from the event.   Doug WA3WEP kindly offered to bring either food or drink to the event, which offer was appreciated but not necessary.  The event will take place on Feb 21 and 22, and with a start time of about 9AM. 

  

VIENNA HAMFEST: The club has reserved a table at the fest, to be held on Sunday Feb 22.  Only John K2VPR expressed a full intention to attend the fest, likely due to much of the membership weighing the fest against contemporaneous special event.  The doors to the indoor portion of the hamfest open at 8AM, but those with vendor tickets will be permitted to enter at 7AM.  The club will have a single vendor ticket available at the entrance, as a ticket comes with each reserved table.  It is anticipated that John will use that ticket.  John was generous enough to express an intention to repay the club for that ticket.  Others interested in obtaining vendor tickets (so that they can enter the indoor portion of the fest before it’s open to the public at 8AM) need only pay a fee at the entrance to the fest.  As always, the table is available to all membership to sell anything they like. 

  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob stated that there was nothing of interest to report. 

  

FAR: There was nothing reported about FAR, though there was inquiry about their scholarship program. 

  

COAST GUARD: Frank AA4ZS said that Keith N6JWN was at the station a few weeks ago, and nothing has changed since the last report. 

  

VE TEST SESSION: A special test session was held last Saturday for the class provided by the Venture Crew.  Twenty people took tests, with 19 passing an element.  The youngest test taker was 11 years old.  Mention was made that one test taker accidentally picked up Bob’s library book, and brought it home with him to Fort Washington , MD.   Bob was fortunate in that once the test taker realized his error, that the test taker contacted VE Team Leader John WZ4A.  Thus, Bob was able to recover his book.  The regular 2nd Saturday test session is this Saturday.  One MVARCer mentioned that there are over 300,000 technician class licensees, and that Gordon West allegedly wrote that many people signup for classes to learn ham radio for reasons (example, boating) that do not require a ham license. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: Carol WA4GFW expressed that George N1BV thought a modification should be made to the Bylaws/Constitution, but did not elaborate on specifics.  VP Pat WJOT stated that he would like to have a date selected for the membership to work on QRP kits (MFJ Cubs) which both he and Maki K4RQZ have purchased.  The purpose of the kits is for members to have the opportunity to both see how equipment (especially a soldering iron) is used, and to maybe even participate in placing a component on the board.  Pat WJ0T asked that either Bob or Carol bring up the date issue during the March meeting, as Pat WJ0T will not be present.  It is anticipated that a date will be agreed upon during that meeting.       

  

NEW BUSINESS: Carol thought it would be wise to schedule club events (such as the Special event, Field Day, Coast Guard and QRP Field Day) way ahead of time.  That thought was likely triggered by the club just barely getting this year’s Special event ad posted in QST magazine.  Vice President Pat WJ0T requested that Bob consult passed Minutes, and provide him with a list of those events with associated dates.  Maki suggested that the club get involved in making books available in local libraries so that those interested in ham radio might more readily have access to information on how to obtain a Technician Class license.  Maki seemed to suggest that ham operators (more specifically, local clubs) pay for the books, but John WQ4L seemed to think that local libraries are not amenable towards book donations.  Bob stated that as the Fairfax library website expressly solicits requests, and that the library itself may pay for the books.  Paul AA8O thought that the Fairfax library has a current copy of “Now You’re Talking”, which can be ordered for free on the library web site.  (NOTE: At this moment, the Fairfax County library web site lists that 4 copies of “Now You’re Talking” are available, but their publication date of 2003 is prior to the current July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2010 question pool.  Thus, those books are not fully current.)  Discussion then shifted to Analog/Digital conversion of the TV airwaves.  One member suggested that even with a converter box, that rabbit ears just “won’t do it”, while another member expressed that people who insist upon continuing with poor people TV may entirely lose stations due to weaker digital signals.  Discussion extended to one member suggesting that hams actually provide time towards hooking up cables for the cable impaired.  Maki then brought up the issue of club speakers, and suggested that his XYL may be available to provide a lecture on the social aspect of the Internet.  Vice President Pat responded that she could speak to the club in March, but no date could be agreed upon.  As the club officers terms run till April 30, 2009, the issue of a nominating committee was brought up; and Carol accepted the challenge.  It is not expected that Carol will misuse the position to nominate himself.  John K2VPR stated that he, Steve and George have room for 1 more person in their vehicle for a trip to the Dayton hamfest.  Maki expressed an interest, and was provided with specifics.  Debra KG4URO mentioned that she heard that last year a non-licensed 5 year old won an HT at the Dayton hamfest, as there was simply no one else left to give the prize to.  (Once again proof that it pays to be the last one to leave a party.)     

  

SHOW AND TELL: Pat KG4URP showed off a built-for-APRS radio.  It was an HT, with an optional GPS unit accessory attached.  The accessory was attached to the top of the HT (with the antenna), which accessory was about ½ the size of shot glass.  The HT cost about $300, and the accessory was about $100.  It looked pretty darn neat. 

  

TREASURY: Mike KE4ER did not provide specific report, but was available for service. 

  

DOOR PRIZES: This month’s prizes were donated by Debra (Yaesu hat, obtained from last week’s Richmond hamfest), Leila (note pad) and Maki (new QRP book); and the prizes were won by John WQ4L (QRP book), Doug (hat) and Maki. 

  

COOKIE MONSTER: Bob was the Cookie Monster, and provided the club with two Pepperidge Farm cakes and Ginger ale.  Debra volunteered to the March Cookie Monster. 

  

CLOSED: VP Pat WJ0T closed the meeting. 

