MINUTES FOR MARCH 12, 2009
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:34PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ, who led 15 members in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Club introductions were then carried out. 

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A motion was made to pass the February Minutes as posted in the Club’s Reflector.  The motion was unanimously passed.

 

ARES:  Steve K3IZ was not in attendance for an official report.  However, Debra KG4URO states that there is a statewide tornado drill next Tuesday.  The state wants people to have a ready sheet, and to go to shelters.  During the drill, all weather clocks will go off.  The state drill is asking families and businesses to play a part in the drill.  The drill is carried out the third Tuesday of March.  For info, call Debra.

 

GEORGE WASHINGTON SPECIAL EVENT:  Carol WA4GFW reported that 40M was “good”, but that 15M and 20M were “bad”.  Otherwise, the event was successful.  Leila WN4PP passed out certificates to those who attended the event.

 

VIENNA HAMFEST:  Howell thought the fest was “pretty good”.  Both Steve and John K2VPR sold a lot of items at the club table, with Steve finally selling his guitar for $10.  Maki K4RQZ purchased a logic analyzer.  The Vienna Wireless club seemed do “OK”.  The event was fairly short, and folded just before the sun finally came out for the day.  

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Bob KT4KS expressed that he missed an opportunity to get a plug for the club on a local television station.  Maki then expressed the possibility of the club sponsoring a table at the Alexandria Red Cross Waterfront Festival in June.  Maki said that in the passed the festival included a railroad club, and thought that our hobby would benefit from the radio club’s presence.  The advertised list price for a table is $500, which caused most of the membership to swoon.  However, discounts may be available for Alexandria based clubs.  The possibility of partnering with other local clubs (especially the Alexandria Radio Club) was brought up.  Frank AA4ZS thought that as we “are a public service based, and not just a non-profit” club, that we might qualify for more than just a simple discount.  Along that line, John WQ4L reminded members that the club does aide in the Alexandria parade and do the special event.  Howell stated that this is the only fundraiser for the year for the Red Cross, and that it has even wanted to charge the Alexandria Seaport Foundation for a table.  (In effect, it’s all about the money.)  The public is charged $15 per person at the gate, or $10 in advance.  Maki inquired as to whether we have enough people to man a table, but there was no clear showing of hands regarding numbers.  The event is on June 20 (Sat, 10AM till 11PM) and June 21 (Sunday, Noon till 5PM).  Howell did mention that the event may also be on Friday, but the event’s web site did not confirm that.  It was felt that a club table could have a QRP station that was powered by generator.  Howell suggested that Maki contact Dick WA4USB to determine if the club can obtain a table at a reduced rate.

 

FAR:  There was no official report; though it’s understood that FAR is still dealing out scholarships faster than the US Federal Government can spend money that it does not have.

 

COAST GUARD:  The Guard has lost the access list, so members are not able to get into the MARS shack.  Keith N6JWN is attempting to correct the problem.  Frank AA4ZS said that it is especially important to correct the problem, as problems would deter members from even trying the station for the first time.

 

VE TEST SESSION:  Carol mentioned that John WZ4A sent out an email for volunteers for the March test session.  It was anticipated that there would be a sufficient number of VEs in attendance.

 

OLD BUSINESS:  George N1BV expressed that he felt that the special event should be held on the President’s Day weekend, as it is a 3-day weekend, and the third weekend of the month conflicted with the Vienna hamfest.  It was noted that last month’s event was held on the third weekend due to conflicts with the test session on the second Saturday of February.  A motion was made by George for future George Washington special events to be held on President’s Day weekends, and the motion was passed.

 

NEW BUSINESS:  During last Field Day the club rented 12 lots at Pohick Bay Regional Park, which cost about $275.  The club discussed reducing the number of lots for this year’s Field Day activities, with John WQ4L stating that we do need a minimum of lots if only to keep the different antennas from interfering with each other.  A motion was made by Frank AA4ZS to seek only 8 lots for this year’s field day activities, and the motion was passed.  Maki brought up the topic of selecting a date for the club to construct QRP rigs.  Both Maki and Pat WJ0T have purchased MFJ CW Cubs, and are brave enough to let the club members learn how to solder on their kits.  Maki said that “Pat wants to get people interested in building, but that I am more interested in how the rigs work”.  Carol said that he would prefer if the club starts from zero on a kit, and then mentioned that he has 2 Ramsey kits that involve lasers.  (It was not clear if Carol volunteered to let us solder on his kits.)  Howell expressed that he’d be happy to help members construct their own potato guns.  When Bob KT4KS stated that PVC cannons sound dangerous, Howell defended his offer by stating that “Vienna Wireless builds allot of them”.  The club then shifted to selection of a day for actual construction of kits, and it was agreed to work on them from 9AM till 1PM on Sunday, March 22.  The actual location of the construction site will be the Robinson Terminal warehouse in trendy Old Town Alexandria.  Specific directions were iffy, as demonstrated by Howell stating that people must travel passed a sign that says “No Admittance”.  Hopefully, specific details will be provided for via the Reflector.  

 

SHOW AND TELL:  Bob KT4KS showed the new antenna that was generously donated to the club by Ron K1CRR.  The antenna is a 7-foot vertical antenna that can be supported by either (1) tripod legs, (2) rope fixed to the loop on the top of the antenna, or (3) threaded aperture on the bottom of the antenna.   The antenna operates on both VHF and UHF, has two connectors for two different rigs, and can operate on both VHF and UHF at the same time.  Ron also donated several hundred feet of coax.  At that time, a motion was made to accept Ron as an honorary (i.e. no voting privileges) member, and the motion easily passed.  Fred W3DM then showed off his “A&E Engineering”, 5watt, QRP rig which he built from a kit in the early 1990s.  The unit operates on 20M, has a range of 50 kHz, has a 300 Hz CW filter, and has a neat S-meter on the front.  Fred used it for only 3 weeks, but got 10 states and 20 countries with it.  

 

TREASURY:  Mike KE4ER reported that the club has $600 in checking, and $3300 in savings, the savings of which includes funds for Doc Hyde’s fund.  Mike mentioned that he accepted cash dues from two members, but that he can not recall who paid.  If you think that you are one of the two, feel free to contact Mike.  Otherwise, it’s time for the rest to pay your dues!

 

REPEATER:  A few members thought that the power level on the repeater is down.  Mike said that the repeater now drops out around Chantilly, and that it did not do that in the passed.  Also, Rich AJ3G said that he thought the power would drop just a bit during a single transmission.

 

DOOR PRIZES:  Fred won a pocket holder.  Fred said that it was the first time he ever won a door prize [with MVARC], and Bob responded that Fred should come to more meetings.  Terry KJ4FUZ won a pen that has a lifetime warrantee.  Both items were donated by Bob.

 

COOKIE MONSTER:  Debra was the March Cookie Monster, and supplied the club with soda, brownies and cookies.  Bob volunteered to be the April Cookie Monster, so don’t expect anything near as good as what Debra brought.

 

CLOSE: Howell closed the meeting, and all took a break by having cookies and soda before the guest speaker came on.

 

SPEAKER:  Maki spoke about cruising the Internet.  Maki used his computer and lecture screen to demonstrate how to both tag items and use bookmarks.  Make also showed the membership how blogs are used in amateur radio.  Apparently, blogs are not just for teenagers.  The lecture was well received.
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