MINUTES FOR JUNE 12, 2008

                                                By Bob, KT4KS

The Club’s meeting was called to order at 7:32PM BY Vice President Pat WJ0T, who led the Pledge of Allegiance, and subsequently initiated member introductions.  This was the first time that Pat officiated a meeting, as Howell KG4CKJ left early to attend to personal matters. 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  No motion was made to pass the April and May Minutes as they had yet to reach the membership.  

ARES: Steve K3IZ stated that the Marine Corp Marathon is once again coming up.  That ham radio communications for that event is being organized by Alexandria Radio Club’s Rick Bunn.  Steve then discussed Virginia’s Good Samaritan Laws in relation to club insurance. 

VE TEST SESSION: During the Manassas hamfest, the club administered tests to 42 testees, with 33 passing an element.  After deep discussion and debate, the club membership agreed that 9 individuals did not succeed in passing at least one element.

REPEATER: Doug WA3WEP explained that the output for the club’s repeater was turned down to 75 watts, resulting in the recent “failure to repeat problem” to vanish.  Also, while the club’s antenna is “fine”, the US Marshall’s antenna is now leaning 15-20 degrees.  Steve suggested that the Mount Vernon region may benefit if out antenna was rotated so that members in the Mount Vernon region might have better access to the repeater; and that we may be able to piggy-back on any work crew that corrects the US Marshal’s antenna by asking them to rotate the club’s antenna.  No one spoke up suggesting that members outside of the Mount Vernon region may be irreparably harmed by loss of coverage in the event of such antenna realignment.

COAST GUARD STATION: The Coast Guard’s 218th birthday is August 4, 2008, and those interested in working the special event need to contact Keith N6JWN to get onto the access list.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Three local newspapers have been contacted regarding the club’s Field Day event, inviting them to both cover the club’s activities and join us in the festivities.  Hopefully, at least one of them will come out.  It was mentioned that news people normally arrive during the early PM hours of Saturday, and that publicity seeking MVARCers most interested in getting their photographs in the paper should be at the event during that time.  

OLD BUSINESS: Leila WN4PP handed out certificates to MVARCers who worked the George Washington Special Event.  Leila is expected to print up certificates for both Bill KI4THJ and Peter KJ4BQK, who were unfortunately overlooked in that regard.  The July Field Trip was moved till September, as President Howell KG4CKJ informed the club that July was not a good month to visit his boat site.  Along those lines, Pat stated that he would like to present a program on the “Man Overboard Sensor System”, which he has worked on with the navy.  There seemed to be a great amount of interest in such a topic.

SHOW AND TELL: Steve showed the membership a 4-way plug made by Colts Patent Fire Arms Mfg Co, which seemed to be older than a Little Rascal’s episode.  Carol WA4GFW showed a tiny amp that he purchased for $5 and fixed.  Debra KG4URO showed off her tiny lap top computer, which is barely once size large than that which would be used by a Barbee doll.  Debra disputed that the tiny computer was not for “rich” people, as it cost about $269 at Best Buy.  Membership was much more impressed with the computer that they were with Steve’s plug.  

NEW BUSINESS: John WQ4L described a remote control TV sensor that employs a ¼ wave band (i.e. 430 MHz), which was developed in Iraq to safely inspect rooms and inaccessible areas for bombs.  The manufacture wishes to market it in the US, and says that it would only be used (on the ham bands) in the event of an emergency.  Also, Pat mentioned that a Northern Virginia home is wishing that someone would take their tower away so that they can sell the home (at a greater price?).  No one at the meeting seemed to be interested in the tower.

DOOR PRIZES: Ray K4GAA won an emergency rain suit, Pat won a repeater directory, YORFO Editor Debra KG4URO won a medical kit and John won a combination optical transmitter and keychain. 

COOKIE MONSTER: Doug was the June Cookie Monster, and did a fine job of it.  It is noticed that the club seems to prefer Ginger Ale as the drink of choice.  Mike KE4ER volunteered to be the July Cookie Monster.

TREASURER: Mike made it clear to all that he was present to collect dues.

CLOSE: VP Pat closed the business portion of the meeting.

PROGRAM: Membership discussed Field Day.  Doug will bring a trailer and two generators, and Carol will bring his generator and gas grill.  The club will purchase less food than has been done in the passed, as we always have a surplus.  Paul AA8O expects to operate 6M, and John WQ4L will operate anything.  The Venture Crew will not be present, as they (think they) have a better deal elsewhere.  Steve will loan the club his delta loop and folded dipole antennas.  Carol stated that last year MVARC scored in the “middle of the pack”, and that he will submit this year’s log to the ARRL. Bob KT4KS asked if the club will set up Field Day in the event that it is pouring rain on Sat morning, and Doug and Pat WJ0T said “yes”.  The only thing the club has ever lacked during Field Day is operators, and all are encouraged to participate.    

MINUTES FOR MAY 8, 2008

                                                By Bob, KT4KS

The Club’s meeting was called to order at 7:33PM, with President Howell KG4CKJ leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  Howell made a motion to approve the April Minutes, but was reminded that the Minutes had yet to be published.  Thus, the motion was not seconded.

ARES: Steve K3IZ stated that the Potomac Run was a success, and that MVARCers Carol WA4GFW, Leila WN4PP, Pat WJ0T, John WQ4L, Jeff KI4IO were present.  The event expertly organized by Rick Bunn.  The repeater was used for talk-in only, and otherwise 2 and 6M simplex were used.  Bob KT4KS was at one of the stops for a bit, as he noticed a 30 foot antenna along the side of The Parkway, and needed to investigate.  Otherwise, the Marine Corp Marathon is coming up.

CLUB INTRODUCTIONS: Howell realized that club introductions were missed, so they were carried out a bit later than usual.

VE TEST SESSION:  Carol WA4GFW stated that TSA people are finished, so that a lower turnout is expected for the May VE session.  (NOTE: The session had 21 people who actually did take tests.) 

REPEATER COMMITTEE:  Repeater Committee Member Doug WA3WEP discussed the recent repeater issues, and expressed that interference may be coming from Alexandria.  Sterrett K4MBE and Dick WA4USB will try to locate the source.  Doug mentioned that the PL was turned off for a bit.

COAST GUARD:  Frank AA4ZS stated that the Special Event for the birthday of the Coast Guard will be August 2 and 3, and those who are on “the list” will be permitted to transmit from the MARS station on the Coast Guard grounds.  Frank expects the operators to be operating two side-band and one CW frequency.  Those interested in being on “the list” need to contact MVARC/CG Liaison Keith N6JWN at alord2ot@hotmail (or 703/256-3568)  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Bob KT4KS stated that there are three letters sitting on his desk at work, waiting to be mailed on June 1 to three different publications (Washington Times, Washington Post, Mount Vernon Voice).  Hopefully, that will provide the public with sufficient notice that ham radio is available to them.

OLD BUSINESS:  Carol spoke with George N1BV regarding the By-Laws, which are on the club’s web site.  Carol needs a list of “active” members from Treasurer Mike, and it was hoped that Howell, Mike and John WQ4L will create/form such a list, so that members may be notified, and the By-Laws be properly amended.  

NEW BUSINESS:  Field Day is the last full weekend of June, and Carol asked who at the meeting will actually show up.  John stated that he will operate 40M CW, Bob said that he will be available all day Saturday for grunt work, and Doug said that he is ready to provide the cooking.  Carol spoke with Steve K3IZ about the possibility of borrowing his antennas, and the issue of laptop availability was brought up.  Steve mentioned that Amy KI4IAL was a great help last year, as she can climb a tower with the best of them.  Steve thought that 20 Field Day pins would suffice for the event.  Steve said that the club will have a table at the Manassas ham fest. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Steve suggested that members meet at a restaurant on the Dayton weekend.  The spot would be Vinny’s in Lorton by Blooms, on May 17 (Saturday) at 11:30AM.  This is a pay-your-own way affair.  Specifics should come out via the club Reflector.      

SHOW AND TELL:  Bob showed an MFJ RTTY/CW device that was generously donated to the club by MVARCer Greg KJ4DGE (formerly KI4BNP).  Bob asked if anyone knew how to use the item, so that it could be tested before sale.  Steve took the item, and will sell it for Big money at the Manassas ham fest for the club.

DOOR PRIZES:  Leila won an organizer, Doug won a drinking accessory, and Bob won a hat.

COOKIE MONSTER:  Bob was the May Cookie Monster, and managed to successfully carry it out by spending less than $7.  Doug volunteered to be June Cookie Monster.

TERMINATION OF BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING:  President Bob KI30 closed the business portion of the meeting.

TREASURER:  Treasure Mike KE4ER arrived after the business portion of the meeting, so did not strictly provide a report.  However, Mike did take in dues from a variety of members, and wrote a few checks.

BREAK: Doug discussed the repeater, focused on delays, mentioned that the courtesy tone was discontinued in an effort to diagnose the immediate problem, and that the PL tone will also be dropped for the same reason.  John told a story about a police department that had difficulties with their radio equipment, and in the end a former worker ended up with a stay at the local-pokey.  (The club membership hopes for a softer resolution to its repeater woes.)  Also, Howell discussed and asked for suggestions for future club programs, and ways that the club succeed in the future.

 MINUTES FOR APRIL 10, 2008

                                                By Bob, KT4KS

The Club’s meeting was called to order at 7:40PM, with President Bob KI30 leading the Pledge of Allegiance.  Bob then initiated club member introductions for the 15 in attendance.

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A motion was made to approve the March Minutes as published in the April YORFO, and the motion of which was unanimously approved.

ARES: Steve K3IZ announced that the Massaunutten Mountain 100 will be on Saturday and Sunday, May 17 and 18, and that anyone interested in participating should contact Larry Miller ( lmiller@shentel.net, 540-459-1910).  Further information may be had at www.vhtrc.org/mmt/ .  The Potomac River Run will be held on Sunday, May 4.  Rick Bunn N4ASX is collecting names of volunteers.  Rick’s email address is: RRBUNN@COX.NET.  

VE EXAMS: Carol WA4GFW stated that a large group of test takers was anticipated for the upcoming Saturday test.  

TREASURER:  Treasurer Mike KE4ER was on hand to collect dues.  DUES ARE DUE!

COAST GUARD: It as mentioned that the MARS station can no longer be seen from Telegraph Road due to vegetation, even trees.  It was unknown if that would, or ever could, be corrected as the area may be deemed wet lands.

REPEATER COMMITTEE:  Consensus is that the repeater is working fine.  Paul AA8O asked if it was used at a previous event.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS had nothing to report.

ELECTIONS: Carol announced that the new officer would include Howell Crim KG4CKJ for President, Pat Oliver WJ0T for Vice President, Mike Larkin KE4ER for Treasurer, and Leila WN4PP and Bob KT4KS for Secretary.

FIELD DAY: 12 lots at the Pohick Bay Regional Park have been reserved for club Field Day activities, to be held on the 4th full weekend of June.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: The club breakfast will be Saturday, April 26, at the Old Country Buffet on Route 1 in Hybla Valley.  Frank AA4ZS that generally about 1 dozen people attend the event.

NEW BUSINESS: Steve K3IZ suggested that club members meet at a local restaurant during the weekend of the Dayton hamfest.  Members seemed interested, but no one set a particular time, date or location.

SHOW AND TELL: Howell showed off his Ten Tec kit, which is a work in progress.  The kit has about 200 pieces.  Howell has called Ten Tec a few times with inquiries, and keeps on getting the same response “Just keep on going”.  The kit has provided  Howell with his first toroid winding experience.  In addition, Howell showed an amplifier that he purchased at the Timmonium hamfest, which amp was called “project” piece.  The amp puts out 100 watts with a 4 watt input, and is called a Bandit II tube amplifier.  

DOOR PRIZES: The club gave away 8 door prizes, all of which were publications related to RF, antennas, satellites.  The items were donated by Bob KI3O.

COOKIE MONSTER:  Debra KG4URO was the April Cookie Monster, and provided Ginger ale, Coke, cookies and brownies.  Bob KT4KS volunteered to be the Cookie Monster for May.

A JOB WELL DONE: Bob KI30 received an ovation for all of his efforts during his two year term.  

TERMINATION OF BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING:  President Bob KI30 closed the business portion of the meeting.

PROGRAM:  Dennis Bodson W4PFW of Arlington was kind enough to visit the club, and spoke about the backlog at the DXCC desk, which is presently about 15 weeks.  Dennis said that field checkers may be implemented electronically, with applications and disks transmitted straight to the office.  Dennis referred to hands-free operation of electronics in vehicles, and said that amateur radio wishes to be expressly excluded in this regard (i.e. – with the exception of amateur radio – phraseology).  Dennis took questions.

