MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 10, 2011    
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

 

At precisely 7:34PM President Maki K4RQZ called the meeting to order, led the group of 11 in the pledge of allegiance, and then initiated membership introductions.  

 

OCTOBER MINUTES:  The October Minutes were approved with a minor amendment, as web site costs were actually $200.47 for 1 year (and not the initially reported $247).

 

REPEATER: The Repeater has been working fine during the Tuesday evening net, and Dick WA4USB will continue to monitor it.  Until further notice, the PL tone of 141.3 will be enabled during the net to reduce any interference. 

  

MARS: There was not news relating the status of the building, and access thereto.

 

REFLECTOR: Maki stated that he made the archives public via the Reflector.

 

WEBSITE: Gary WA2HAN suggested that we should keep it simple, and just keep one web site address.  Maki felt that we should keep both, as if we give one up it will be taken, and thus gone forever.  The additional cost for the second address was suggested as being only $20/year.  Apparently, it’s not as easy to list Steve K3IZ as a backup contact (to Paul AA8O) as initially thought, so Maki suggested that he may have to work with Steve before that is done.  Paul stated that the web site people only want to deal with 1 person, so it will not really give the club allot by listing Steve.  Maki latter stated that we should just forget about listing Steve as a backup.

 

HOSTING: There was discussion that the club may be able to be able to post the web site for free as we are a non-profit, 501( c )(3) organization.  However, the club needs a letter of determination of such.  The domain and hosting expires in January of 2012, and January 12 is the next meeting night, not leaving much time to address the hosting issue.  Paul seemed interested in renewing the domain name for 1 year, and looking into the possibility of hosting on a month-to-month basis.  Maki was in favor of sticking with Network Solutions for another year.  At that time, a motion was made to stay with Network Solution for all except hosting for 1 year; and that motion passed.  Maki stated that he understood hosting to cost $139 for 1 year, and needs renewal by January of 2012.  A motion was then made that the President look into moving the web site off Network Solutions, and that a decision be made in the January meeting; and that motion was passed.

 

TEST SESSION: The testing session was brought up, but someone immediately brought up a different topic.  The club never went back to the test session.

 

NEW BUSINESS: Members have until November 28 to contact Steve K3IZ or Maki with any nominations regarding the Doc Hyde Ham of the Year award.  The November 28 date is necessary to permit for ordering the plaque in time for the holiday party on December 8.  To date, at least 1 nomination had been received.

 

MOUNT VERNON SPECIAL EVENT: A motion was made to have the event on February 18,19; and the motion passed.  Bob KT4KS will immediately post the event on the ARRL’s web site, so that it will be listed in QST magazine (as well as on the ARRL web site).  Bob will list bands and modes from passed years.  Mention was made of only the possibility of using digital, so that mode will not be listed.

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: November 26 (4th Saturday of the month) is the club breakfast at the OCB on Route 1.  December 8 (7-9PM) will be the holiday party at the Old Country Buffet in Hybla Valley, which party will include a gift exchange that has a $10 upper limit on gifts.  February 4 is the Richmond Frost Fest, which has a good swab meet.

 

DOOR PRIZES:  Gary WA2HAN won a 2011 ARRL Hand Book that even included an unsoiled paper cover, John K2VPR won a tiny combination casing-UV indicator, Paul AA8O won an eyeglass repair kit, Russ KF1K won a key chain that included a light, Greg AJ4WZ won the hand sanitizer, and Maki won that bag that was used to bring most of the items to the meeting.

 

COOKIE MONSTER: Bob KT4KS was the cooking monster, and delivered 2 apple pies (one with, and the other without sugar), cans of soda and ice.  The pies seemed to work out quite well, and some of the members thought the sugar free pie was as good as the one with the sugar.  Bob was assisted by John K2VPR who brought in some fancy, finger food.  John volunteered to be the January cookie monster.

 

CLOSED: President Maki then closed the meeting.

 

REFRESHMENT/SOCIAL-TIME: Jeff KK4EPP showed off a tiny (QRP size) rig that operates from  50MHz to the Gigahertz range.  The cover was off of the rig, and it appeared to be 2-4 boards with surface mounting.  The rig is controlled from a PC, and any frequency and mode can be utilized.  Jeff mentioned that the rig cost about $1700, and that he was interested in obtaining an amplifier for it.  It was quite a good looking rig.  During this time, MVARC Treasurer Mike KE4ER arrived at the meeting.  Mike stated that the current checking account has $313.96, the Savings account has $1929.96, The Doc Hyde Fund has $1468.48, and that there is $100 in cash.  In addition, Mike passed along that the club has 50 members who are current in their dues, and thus the quorum is 8.   

 

 
