
MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 12, 2009
By Bob, KT4KS
At 7:40PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by Vice President Pat WJ0T, who led 11 members in the Pledge of Allegiance. Club membership introductions were subsequently carried out. (President Howell KG4CKJ arrived a few minutes late.) Introductions included visitors Gary AI4QC and his XYL Mary Jo, both from Centerville, VA.
MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES: A motion was made to pass the October Minutes, the resolution easily passing.
TREASURY: There was no treasury report during the business portion of the meeting. However, Treasurer Mike KE4ER did arrive for refreshments after the meeting, and wrote Bob KT4KS a check for $17. As the check was cashed the next day, it may be presumed that the Treasury has money.
REPEATER: Pat mentioned that the repeater is working well, and Bob stated that it has been working exceptionally well during the Tuesday evening club nets. Pat then reminded the membership that members are invited to join the net every Tuesday evening at 7PM on the club’s repeater frequency, and that the net involves both announcements and check-ins in for the purpose of 2 rounds (initial, and 73’ round) of discussion. The net generally lasts about 15 minutes.
GEORGE WASHINGTON BIRTHDAY SPECIAL EVENT: After minimal discussion, a number of members expressed an interest in conducting the special event once again. It was decided that the club will sponsor the event on February 20/21 in 2009. As Howell has yet to obtain official permission, it is anticipated that the club will set up a few HF rigs at the green house on the grounds of the Mount Vernon estate. Bob will have the event listed in QST magazine.
SATURDAY TEST SESSION: This Saturday the club will be providing free ham radio testing at the First Christian Church. It was anticipated that there would be a sufficient number of volunteers to effectively run the test.
HOLIDAY PARTY: The party room in the Old Country Buffet has been reserved for the second Thursday of December (i.e. December 10). The club’s party will start at 7PM. Those interested may bring a tiny wrapped gift for the gift exchange. Gifts should not cost more than $10. The club will send out a reminder for the event via the Reflector. 
WEB SITE: Maki K4RQZ expressed an interest in being an assistant web master to Paul AA8O. Maki made a motion to claim the honor, and his wish was granted…Motion passed!
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Maki stated that he and Craig will build MOSFET transmitters. In addition, Maki would like to continue with his Sunrise QRP on the Potomac activities, and will e-mail the membership to determine the level of interest. In an attempt to provide the proverbial carrot on the end of a stick, Make stated that the cold weather contact would make hams eligible for Polar Bear status.
QRP KITS: Pat stated that 1 of the club’s 2 QRP rigs is now working. As the success percentage now a whopping 50%, Pat is looking for suggestions for the club to construct even more kits. 
COOKIE MONSTER: Bob provided the club with Pepperidge Farm cakes, and soda. As Bob presently has possession of the Cookie Monster box (which stores cups, plates, napkins, forks, and such), Bob will be the Cookie Monster for January.
SHOW AND TELL: Maki showed off his HF test set, which includes frequency counter, QRP dummy load, crystal oscillator, audio oscillator, noise generator, RE probe and time domain reflector. The set cost only $50, and can be ordered from “Four State QRP Group”. (It really looked to be something.) In addition, the set was supported by the Hendricks QRP PCB Vise, which can be ordered for only $30 from Hendricks QRP Kits. (Note: The vise was tiny, attractive, and stable; and generally much better than those “helping hands” holders commonly sold for $5 at local ham fests.) Along that line, President Howell expressed that he has allot of components in his drawers, and that the components are available for membership use. For specifics as to the types of particular components, ask Howell. 
PROGRAMS: John WQ4L inquired as to whether anyone knows about either “log book to the world” or small batteries, as he felt that those two topics are of special interest to hams. Maki stated that “Tom” at the local Batteries Plus knows may be interested in providing such a program.
DOOR PRIZES: Mary Jo won a mobile coffee cup, Joanna KA4UMP won a tiny eyeglass repair kit, Maki won the portable hand disinfectant, and Tate KJ4OXK won the “bad-boy” zipper attachment. 
CLOSE: President Howell closed the business portion of the meeting, and the membership subsequently retired for discussion while having cake and soda.
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