MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 11, 2008
                                                By Bob, KT4KS

 

At 7:35PM the Club’s meeting was called to order by President Howell KG4CKJ, who led 18 members in the Pledge of Allegiance, and then initiated member introductions.  Introductions included Mike KJ4FUW, who had an MVARC application in hand.  

 

MOTION TO PASS THE MINUTES:  A motion was made to pass both the July and August Minutes, said resolution easily passing.

 

TREASURY: Mike KE4ER had yet to show, but President Howell expressed that the Treasury is OK.  (Note: Mike did subsequently arrive.)

 

ARES:  Steve K3IZ was not present, but John K2VPR mentioned that the Marine Corp Marathon was still looking for people.  Interested hams should contact Rick Bunn N4ASX.

 

REPEATER:  Doug WA3WEP stated that the repeater has a new bug.  On occasion, when a user activates his push-to-talk button, the repeater transmits for only about 5 seconds, and then shuts down.  Doug will provide some components to Dick WA4USB and Sterrett K4MBE, who plan to head on up to the repeater site on Saturday.

 

COAST GUARD: Regarding the recent Coast Guard Special Event, it was reported that Keith and Frank AA4ZS will address QSL cards, and that the Coast Guard will do the mailing.

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: Bob KT4KS announced that he was “working hard”, intimating that very little reaching has been happening.

 

NEW BUSINESS: (1) President Howell passed out hard copies of the club’s proposed By-Laws.  The plan is for a clean copy to be passed out during the October meeting.  Before that time, Howell may find a lawyer who will review the document on a pro bono basis.  Carol WA4GFW seemed anxious to mail the proposal to members for approval.  (2) Howell will give a tour of the Alexandria Seaport Foundation for the QCWA at 10AM on September 20.  The tour will meet at the foot of Duke Street, and likely end at the fish market for lunch.  The Foundation teaches carpentry, aids students in obtaining GEDs; and is anxious to show off its upgraded facilities.  MVARCers are welcome.  (3) Demi K2BSA is presently on a mission to find the airplane of Steve Faucet.  Apparently, the plane is hard to find from the air, so hikers and 4 wheelers are used in the dense woods.  Demi was responsible for first aide, food and logistics (VHS radio), and was to get the news out if anything was found.  The group doing the searching is the Explorers Club of NY, a group of “rich folks”.  (4) Bill W2BSA tweaked the club’s Reflector.

 

VA TEST SESSION: The club’s test session is Friday, and a recent e-mail from John WZ4A indicated that he needed a few more volunteer examiners to assure that the event go without a hitch.

 

CLUB PROGRAM: Bob Zimmerman KB3IWD, author of “The Universe in a Mirror: The Saga of the Hubble Space Telescope and the Visionaries Who Built It” was present to discuss the world famous telescope.  No programs are presently scheduled for the future.

 

COOKIE MONSTER: Bob KT4KS was the Cookie Monster, and brought Ocean Spray juices and cookies.  John K2VPR volunteered to be the October Cookie Monster.

 

DOOR PRIZES: Howell won the first door prize, and selected the large repeater directory.  Leila WN4PP won the second prize, an emergency tool that allows an occupant of a car to break the window and cut a seat belt in the event of an accident (and power failure) in the vehicle.

 

CLOSE: Howell closed the business portion of the meeting.

 

PROGRAM: Bob KB3IWD spoke about the history of the Hubble telescope.  The beginning of the telescope goes back to the 50’s, when astronomers tried to convince everyone that a telescope in space was a good idea as it would eliminate distortion created by the atmosphere.  In that light, Bob showed 1945 photo of a star taken from the ground, which resembled a few ink dots used in a psychiatric examination; and contrasted it with a photo taken from space with the Hubble telescope, which actually looked like a celestial event.  Bob discussed that one foreseen problem with a telescope on a satellite was that satellites move very fast while it’s hard to see faint objects far away necessarily requiring hours of exposure.  As a result, it is easy to photograph very visible hurricanes in the direction of earth, but not so easy photograph faint objects away from earth.  The concept of linking a telescope with the space shuttle was due to the necessity of providing maintenance, and the reality of needing money.  Astronomers were all for the Hubble telescope, but it took years to convince Congress to appropriate $300,000,000 for one year.  The telescope was physically designed to fit into the shuttle.  After the program, Bob sold several personally signed copies of his many books.  Yes, MVARC had a real celebrity for its program.

