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Next Meeting: Thursday, May 10th, 2007, 7:30 p.m. at the INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital, Second Floor conference rooms, 2501 Parkers Lane, Alexandria VA.  Talk-in on the 146.655- PL 141.3 repeater.

May starts the next MVARC fiscal year.  Dues are due!  Elect your new officers as submitted by the nominating comitting as follows:

President:  Robert Lepelletier, Jr. KI3O

Vice-Presdient: Howell Crim   KG4CKJ

Treasurer:  Michael Larkin  KE4ER

Secretary:   Leila Cutchall  WN4PP

   shared with Robert Raevis  KT4KS

MVARC website: [www.mvarc.org]

Minutes of April 12 Meeting

By Bob, KT4KS - Acting club secretary

The meeting was held at the INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital, and was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President Bob KI30.  Bob led the 21 attending members through the Pledge of Allegiance, and then directed club introductions.

The March minutes, as posted on the reflector, were approved.  The February Minutes were also approved.  No corrections were necessary.

ARES: Steve K3IZ, provided a list of upcoming events, including: Hurricane Drill, Disaster Drill on May 5, Potomac River Run from Belleview Park to Mount Vernon on May 6, MS Bike Tour and Massanutten Trail 100 Mile Run, and Fairfax City Festival at downtown Fairfax on June 8.

VE testing: Bob KI3O reminded all in attendance that there was an exam this Saturday at the First Christian Church.

FAR: There was no report.

Club Repeater: Bob KI3O stated that Dick WA4USB is actively taking measurements in response to reports (never complaints) of coverage.

Coast Guard Station: Bob KI3O expressed that the station is "still there", with the implicit understanding that it remains operational.

Community Outreach: Bob KT4KS stated that he submitted an advertisement to the "What's Doing" section of the Weekend section of Washington Post for MVARC's April 21 QRP event at Lee District Park.   

Program Committee: Bob KI30 reminded all that John WQ4L is expected to speak about callbook CD ROMS for the May meeting (confirmed).  The club members were asked to elect between watching of an amateur radio DX video, or having a social hour.  The social hour won out by unanimous vote.

Nomination Committee: Carol announced that Bob KI30, Howell KG4CKJ and Mike KE4ER agreed to run as President, Vice President and Treasurer.  Carol also nominated his XYL Leila WN4PP as Secretary, but Leila expressed that she was not inclined to take full command of that position.    

George Washington Special Event: Amy KI4IAL printed out expressive certificates for the event.  Leila handed out the certificates to members who actually participated at Mount Vernon.

Regarding posting the YORFO on the Club's web site, there was much discussion between Bob KI30, Paul AA8O and Jeff AI4IO regarding the specifics necessary to get the monthly publication back onto the web site.  While it remained undecided as to who might accept the responsibility of preparing the monthly publication for posting, club membership was encouraged by Jeff's interest.

The next club breakfast is April 28 at the Old Country Buffet.

Show and Tell: Jeff AI4IO showed off his attractive mobile radio holder for protecting either a radio or a power supply.  The same support could be stacked.

Cookie Monster: Leila WN4PP and Debbie KG4URO served as our April Monsters.  Leila delivered the drinks, and Debbie brought in a humongous pile homemade chocolate chip and oatmeal cookies.  The cookies were exceptional.  Bob KT4KS volunteered to be the May Cookie Monster.

Door Prizes: Paul AA80 (QRP construction tool) and Carol (pressure gauge) were winners.  The club's prize bag is now empty, and thus members are encouraged to donate inexpensive/neat little items for subsequent drawings President Bob KI3O closed the business section of the meeting.

Social Hour: Members enjoyed refreshments as they spoke about both club and fired radio personality Don Imus-related events.  Carol mentioned that members would bring QRP rigs to the April 21 event.  It was hoped that Frank AA4ZS would feel well enough to attend the event which he actually founded.

Leila WN4PP and Bob KT4KS discussed some possibilities regarding how the club's secretary position may be filled.  Bill W2BSA stated that he is a new VE with the club, and that he would be at the Saturday test session.

Mike KE4ER took the opportunity to collect dues from many members for the new club year.  Dues are now due.  Leila WN4PP volunteered to work the Potomac River Run event, and Jeff wasted no time writing her name down on his list.  

Presumably, Carol will also work the event.

Bob KT4KS, Paul AA80 and Paul WC9A discussed history, which included George Washington who married-up economically, and Thomas Jefferson who lived it up in his lifetime only to leave an estate that was in debt.

Members left the building about 9:20PM.

QRP Lee District Park: Anyone out there?

By Bob, KT4KS - QRP reporter

Early on the Saturday morning of April 21, several club members hopped into their vehicles to head over to the park to set up QRP stations.  With Krispy Kreme coffee in hand, I was the first member to arrive at 8AM.

I set up my station -- a Norcal 40A, MFJ tuner, Bencher paddles, used motorcycle battery -- on a picnic table, and an ran a cable from the table to my car-mounted 40M hamstick.  Frank AA4ZS arrived shortly thereafter, and within 15 minutes Frank's station was up and running with his ICOM 703, bug, straight key, battery and ground mounted vertical antenna.

Howell KG4CKJ subsequently set up a 3rd station – an IC 706 on the back of his truck, with vertical antenna mounted to adjacent fence. Dave AI4FC set up the final station, an Elecraft KX1, Elecraft T1 tuner and straight key on a picnic table, with 12 foot long wire antenna whose end ran from the tuner to a pole just 9 feet high.

By 9 a.m. the stations were all operating.  It was Bob who had the honor of making the first contact of the day, reaching KA1FXK at Milford, MA.  Bob heard other stations (Illinois, Iowa), but his 4-watt Norcal was unable to make the trip.

While transmitting, others began to pull into the tiny parking lot.

Carol WA4GFW and Leila WN4PP arrived with doughnuts in hand.  Mike AA4MC, his XYL Linda, and their black and white dog Lucy arrived.  While Lucy was an attractive dog, members were warned that she did not really like people.  Mike took the time to operate Frank's station, and made the longest contact of the day -- Germany. Mike mentioned that he now resides in Danville, the last Capital of the Confederacy.

Mary N4TCI stopped by for a bit, but did not attempt to make her 2nd CW contact ever.  Mary's first and only CW contact was with Bob, when their 2 stations were only about 7 feet away, the stations running off of dummy loads antennas at MVARC's old meeting site at the Police Station at Parker's Lane.

Frank's wife Beverley arrived, and made a fine time of it.  While not interested in radio, Beverly is interested in everything else.  There was one visitor – Chuck -- who learned of the event from the advertisement that was printed in the previous day's Weekend Section of the Washington Post.  Chuck was not a ham, but yet knew CW well enough to make a CW contact.

Also, a father and son pair, affiliated with the Stafford Amateur Radio Club, drove up from Stafford VA to participate, the father learning of the event via rush hour traffic on the club's repeater.

Around 10-11AM, Howell practiced paddle usage while off the air.  Bob and Dave's stations began to heat up, with Bob making a contact with an operator in Columbus, OH, and Dave reaching as far as Florida.  Dave also had contacts with Germany and Massachusetts, but his signal was too weak for them to exchange more than call signs.  There was much traffic, much of which was related to the ongoing Michigan QSO Party.

Some level of successful trouble-shooting was also carried out.  For the previous 8 months, the internal keyer on Bob's Norcal was stuck at 20 wpm, as the variable speed knob was no longer operating.  While reviewing the rig's internal command possibilities, for the first time ever, Bob noticed that an actual command existed to set the keyer speed to either a "set' or "variable" mode.  Bob initiated the command for "variable" mode, and found that the variable speed knob did in fact operate.  Apparently, Bob had accidentally initiated the "set" mode some 8 months back.  It's always great to have all the features of your rig operating.

Around 12 noon, some members ate hot dogs that were provided by Frank.

At about 1:00PM, CW traffic began to wane, and members began to wilt due to the warm temperature and especially bright sun.  It was the warmest day since September of 2006.  It was then that both Dave, Howell and Bob broke down their stations.  As the stations were so simple, it took Bob only 10 minutes to break his down.  Once accomplished, members helped to break down Frank's station, which station was, and always has been, a bit more extravagant than everyone else's.

Brian WV4V arrived just in time to visit members during the last of the breakdown.  By 1:30PM, members had left the scene, and were on their way home.

Three or Four Watts, But Who’s Counting?

QRP field day has been my favorite club event since I got back into the hobby four years ago. Radio has always seemed like magic to me – sending a signal half-way around the world and receiving one back. The magic drew me to radio when I was licensed as a kid in California as a novice, WV6NDC. I lost the ticket after a year, but not the thrill of radio.

When I got back into the hobby, QRP was one of the big draws. I was fascinated by the ability to communicate with a small box, over a small wire, with such a small energy source and be able to compete with the Big Boys using a hundred times more power.

My first project was the Small Wonders Labs DSWII for 20 meters. It works very well, but needs an independent tuner for most uses. When Elecraft started production of the amazing KX1, I was quick to send in my order.

The rig took a few days to put together, than a couple of months to error check. I could make the blame thing work, even after check and rechecking all the components and re-soldering virtually every joint. It wasn’t until I read on a reflector the tale of a Texas ham with the same problem that the problem was traced to a bad capacitor. It’s worked flawlessly since.

That was my rig on Field Day. In years past, I had used as an antenna a Buddy Pole. But I did not find great success with it. This year I a ran out a 16-foot wire, using as the vertical support the antenna stand for the Buddy pole, and a similar wire attached to ground for a counterpoise. I used both the internal tuner, an option on the KX1, and Elecraft’s remarkable T1 tuner. There was no discernable difference between the two.

Conditions were not great on Field Day. I was operating on 20 meters, which must have been long. I hear many DX signals, mostly from Europe. I was able to get the attention of a German station but was not able to hold the QSO. He reported that he could not copy my signal well enough through the QRN, although he was booming into my earbuds at about S7.

I was beginning to feel like QRP Field Day would be another bust until I heard W4DL calling CQ on 14.042. I answered, and he came back to me, giving me initially a 339 reading, saying I was weak but he’d give it a try. On my next transmission, however, my signal improved considerably because Mike, the station operator, came back to me from Pompano Beach, Fla., with a 559 report. He was using a Drake TR7 and an inverted vee antenna, up 35 feet at its apex. As my signal improved, Mike’s signal dropped a bit. But I could copy him throughout and, I am delighted to say, he caught everything I reported, including that we were operating from Lee District Park in Alexandria and that I was churning out at most 4 watts, and perhaps as little as 2, using batteries and a 16-foot wire.

I have made much longer distance QSOs from my house, using the KX1 and my long wire loop. But this QSO meant a lot to me. This was my first full fledged QSO from the Lee District Park in four years of attending FD – not just an exchange of call signs, but a real conversation. Even more gratifying was that I was using the KX1’s attached paddles, which I find to be a bit more of a problematic exercise.

The exchange was memorialized with an exchange of QSL cards. “Thanks for the good QSO, Dave,” Mike wrote. “Your KX1 doing FB. Good DX & 73 from South Fl.”  

QRP is a bit more work, and the frustrations can seem endless, especially with poor band conditions. But events like QRP Field Day are what make ham radio come alive for me. See you there next year?

Manassas Hamfest Around Corner

Put June 3 on your calendar. That’s when “Virginia’s Ole Fashioned Manassas Hamfest” will take place, at the Prince William County fairgrounds.

For more info, check out the event’s web site: [www.w4oh.net].

SPRINGFIELD TOYOTA TREATS MVARCer VEs TO BREAKFAST By Bob, KT4KS

As MVARCer VEs pulled into the First Christian Church parking lot for the April exam, they noticed a parked pickup truck whose bed was loaded with free coffee, donuts and fruit.

The items were delivered by Steve K4GUN, compliments of Springfield Toyota, where Steve is employed as the truck sales manager.  Steve was carrying out Toyota's Outreach Program, and also came to take his General Class test.

A few weeks before the test, Steve had contacted VE Team Leader John WZ4A, asking permission to treat the VEs, and John readily agreed.  Items included 3 boxes of Joe from Dunkin Doughnuts, 2 dozen doughnuts, bananas, pears, apples, light cream, sugar, stirrers, and even metal cups.  There was more than enough for both VEs and test takers.  More important than being free, the coffee was first rate.

Many Thanks, MVARC

In the mail comes a nice letter from the National Marathon folks, whose Wirefly National Marathon on March 24 made use of the club’s repeater.

“Your service provided a vital logistical, medical, and public safety support for our event, including over 5,000 runners and countless fans and supporters,” wrote Keith Dowling, the race director.

“While we used your repeater as backup for our primary communications, we were very impressed with the wide coverage that it provided across the entire race course.”

Your welcome, Mr. Dowling.

New Members

MVARC welcomes our new member as follows:

James B. Dooley KF6VBJ General

John Osborne WA4LYM General

Abdiel Garcia KI4TZD Technician

Prentiss de Jesus KI4THI Technician

William P. Eckel KI4THJ General

Steve Clifford K4GUN General

                                                                     ^ ^ ^ ^ ______________________________________________________________
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